
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 19 August 2015] 

 p5568b-5569a 
Hon Darren West 

SLEEP IN YOUR CAR 2015 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [6.19 pm]: I will make it brief tonight. I just want to make special 
mention of the Sleep in your Car 2015 event held last Saturday night in Geraldton involving three charities—
Fusion Australia, the Geraldton Regional Community Education Centre and the Geraldton Resource Centre. 
Over 20 people took up the challenge to sleep in their car for a night and raise funds and awareness for homeless 
people and charities. We had an interesting evening talking about the extent of the homeless problem in 
Western Australia. It is accepted that about 26 000 people fall into that category and statistics say that Geraldton 
itself has about 180 homeless people. Not all homeless people sleep rough. Many of them sleep in cars or couch 
surf at the places of friends and relatives, sometimes resulting in other issues. I was joined by parliamentary 
colleagues Hon Paul Brown, MLC, and the member for Geraldton, Ian Blayney, MLA, and a rather large crowd 
of committed people. Altogether the result was fantastic. We raised about $10 000 for the three charities, which 
they will divide evenly between them. Not that it is competitive, but when a number of members of Parliament 
are involved in the same charity the pressure is on to perform, so to speak. I was overwhelmed by those who 
sponsored me to the tune of $1 365. Thank you to Renee Ellis, the Dalton family, Rod Clarke, Melissa Petrie, 
Terri Chattaway, Lesley West, the Staniforth–Smith family, Marnie Chattaway, Paul McConnom, Marika Smith, 
Geraldton Towbars and Bullbars, and two anonymous donors. It was also terrific to have the support of my 
parliamentary colleagues Roger Cook, MLA; Margaret Quirk, MLA; Simone McGurk, MLA; Hon Ken Travers, 
MLC; and Hon Stephen Dawson, MLC. I might also add that Ian Blayney was sponsored by none other than 
Hon Helen Morton, MLC.  
Many of the following individuals had outstanding fundraising results. Andrew Braun from Fusion raised 
$1 255. Jenny Allen from the Geraldton Regional Community Education Centre raised $1 070. John Wheelock 
from the Fire and Emergency Services Authority in Geraldton raised $755. Hon Paul Brown, MLC raised $609. 
Alison Hilton from Fusion raised $572 for sleeping in the car. Leanne Robertson from the Geraldton Resource 
Centre raised $500. Minna Hilton, who is 16-years-old and spent the night sleeping in a cardboard box, raised 
$410 for her efforts. Emma Howell from the GRCEC raised $280. Paul Dyer, the chief executive officer from 
St John of God Hospital, was with us and raised $275. Grady Smith raised $260, Ian Blayney raised $250, 
Jocelyn Ross raised $220, Aaron and Jessie Carrie raised $210, Marty Lewis raised $150, Alice Chikava raised 
$105, Joseph Dennis raised $100, Shannon Cook raised $100, Gillian Kelly raised $100, Emily Cook raised $80, 
Hari Kumar—who tells us he has a talking goat—raised $50, Kirstie Tagliaferri raised $50, Raihania Petaka 
raised $50 and Renee Ellis raised $50. It was a great effort by all involved at Fusion, the Geraldton Regional 
Community Education Centre and the Geraldton Resource Centre. I believe it will be an annual event and I think 
those events will be held in August somewhere in Australia—it is a great cause. When I woke up on Sunday 
morning minus my voice—I sounded very much like I was homeless—many cruelly thought that was a very 
good thing. Congratulations to everyone involved. It was great to be a part of it and I look forward to joining the 
cause again next year. 
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